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True Confessions

Shiny things.

“Just a teacher” trying to get things done.

SHHH! (I don’t use all these tools!)

Bribes and other malfeasances.



Who Are You?  I Really Want to 
Know!
Classroom teachers

Small group

1-1 interventionists

Fellows or FITs



Ch...ch...ch...ch...changes...



Ch...ch...ch...ch...changes...



The Challenge

Dyslexia 
awareness/
legislation

Demand for 
specialized, 
multisensory 
instruction 

Individualized 
instruction

Scalable 
ModelTechnology



Why Incorporate Technology



Ch...ch...ch...ch...changes...



Ch...ch...ch...ch...changes...



Ch...ch...ch...ch...changes...



Key Characteristics 
of Digital Tools

• Inexpensive and 
Pervasive

• Scalable

• Democratizing

• Immediate

• Dynamic

• Insensitive to Distance

• Community Friendly

• Less Sensitive to Time

• Service Oriented

• Evolving

• Complementary

• Extensible

(Zucker 2009)



Why Google?

● Collaboration
○ With students, colleagues, etc.
○ Breaks down walls

● “Cloud Computing”
○ Saves automatically (but you can revert to earlier versions)
○ Can be accessed from any device with web access
○ On the go

■ Many can be used off line and will then sync up when your device next 
accesses the web

○ Crucial for BYOD schools-kids have variety of devices but all can use Google 
tools 

● Inexpensive



Why Google?

● Unlimited storage (for Google Apps for Education accounts)
○ 15GB for traditional Google accounts

● Robust platform 
○ Can meet most of your needs in one place
○ Tools work well with each other
○ Without having to learn a lot of additional programs

● Google Suite plus some extra add-ons can enhance 
multisensory presentation

● Accessibility - students/trainees can receive information in a 
variety of ways and respond in a variety of ways



What’s in Your Suite?

● G Suite is a collection of business, productivity, collaboration, 
and education software developed and powered by Google.

● Primary tools include:

Gmail Forms

Drive Calendar

Docs Sites

Sheets Hangouts

Slides Keep



Google Apps

● Your Apps “live” in this “waffle”
● May be different than mine, depending 

on what your institution makes 
available

● If you scroll all the way down, you can 
get more from the G Suite Marketplace



Add-Ons

● Google Add-Ons:
○ Only work with their 

Google apps (Drive, 
Forms, etc.)

○ Once you add them, 
will appear in the menu 
for their particular 
Google Apps



Add-Ons



Extensions

● Chrome Extensions:
○ Modifications to the Chrome Browser
○ Add functionality to Chrome Browser
○ Obtain them from the Google Chrome store
○ You’ll find them next to your Chrome search window



G-Suite for the OG Practitioner



Google Docs



Google Docs

• Laying out words for 
review reading/spelling

• Student notebooks
• Writing templates
• Progress monitoring
• Skills checklist



Google Docs



Google Docs



Google Docs



Google Docs



Google Docs



Other Drive Goodies:

• Explore



Other Drive Goodies:

• Voice Typing



Other Drive Goodies:

• Translation



Other Drive Goodies:

• Translation



Google Classroom

• Soon, I needed a 
management system!



Google Classroom

● Once you have set up a class:
○ Automatically distributes 

student assignments
○ Sets up and organizes 

folders for each student
○ “Files” submitted work
○ Allows you to schedule 

when assignments are 
disbursed



Google Classroom

● Upload documents, quizzes, videos, 
slideshows, links...you name it...to give 
students access

● Grade and return completed 
assignments

● Allow students to comment on each 
other’s work (if you want to)

● Works with Calendar to post 
assignments in yours/students’ 
calendars



Google Classroom

● Integrates seamlessly with a wide variety of other 
popular tech tools:  Quizlet, Classkick, Quizizz, EdPuzzle, 
ActivelyLearn...



Google Slides

• Visual Drill
• Word Reading
• Vocabulary

• *Note:  Slides “play nicely” 
with Powerpoint.  With 
Keynote, not so much.  



Google Slides

Drill cards by Niemanville.com



Google Slides



Google Slides



Google Keep

● Online posting board
● Notes can have due dates
● Are shareable
● Can be organized using 

labels / color coding
● Great space for “to do” lists 

for students or teachers



Google Keep

● iPad app offers handwriting 
recognition

● And dictation!
● Students can record 

themselves, which makes it a 
great tool for fluency, 
notetaking, writing



Google Keep

● What’s in My Keep?
○ Notes for this 

pres.
○ Articles, photos, 

links for next 
presentation

○ Notes from Keep 
pres. I saw last 
year



Google Sheets

● For organizing text on a 
page, I prefer to use Tables 
in Google Docs

● Pretest/posttest data from 
other applications, such as 
Quizlet, Kahoot, etc.

● Report Goals & Objectives



Google Sheets



Some Fun & Useful Goodies

https://images.pexels.com/photos/1043519/pexels-photo-1043519.jpeg?auto=compress&cs=tinysrgb&h=650&w=940


Flippity

● Add-on for Sheets:
○ Flashcards
○ Quiz Games
○ Time Lines
○ Bingo
○ Puzzles/word searches
○ Madlibs
○ Certificates
○ Spelling



Flippity



Flippity



Flippity...keeps on giving!



Fluency Tutor

• Google Chrome Extension
• Pick a text from Google 

Docs or the web
• FT will read aloud (adjust 

rate, change voices)
• Student can read aloud / 

record
• Online dictionary support
• Picture dictionary support
• Translator



Fluency Tutor



Fluency Tutor



Mercury Reader

• Chrome Extension
• A Roomba for your web 

reading needs
• Cleans up the visual 

clutter on a web page



Mercury Reader

Before:



Mercury Reader

One Click...



Mercury Reader

After:



MindMeister

• Add-on for Google Docs
• Creates mind maps based 

on lists in Docs and imports
• Free but limited to 3 

maps/month
• Add many more features 

for additional $ subscription



Read&Write

● Make any text you can 
engage with on the web 
more accessible

● Some features are free; 
some require premium 
subscription

● Text-to-speech
● Speech-to text



Read & Write

• Word Prediction
• Dictionary
• Picture Dictionary
• Note taking tools 

(highlighters, etc.)
• FREE for teachers;-)
• https://youtu.be/woTy

PivJhk4

https://youtu.be/woTyPivJhk4
https://youtu.be/woTyPivJhk4


Read & Write



Google Dictionary
Flashcards for Google Dictionary

• Chrome Extensions
• Double click on a word to 

see its definition in a 
pop-up bubble

• View the complete 
definition

• Save a  history of the words 
you look up

• Translate foreign words to a 
language of your choice



Google Dictionary
Flashcards for Google Dictionary

• Chrome Extension
• Only works with Google 

Dictionary and Google 
Translate

• Converts words 
saved/translated from 
dictionary into flashcards



Google Dictionary
Flashcards for Google Dictionary



Google Dictionary
Flashcards for Google Dictionary



Don Johnston
Snap&Read

• Reads text aloud
• Solid toolbox of annotation 

tools (highlight, answer ?s 
on worksheets, label 
diagrams, take notes)

• Level text with just one click
• Translate text and read it 

aloud
• Study tools/highlighter
• $

https://learningtools.donjohnston.com/product/sn
ap-read/

https://learningtools.donjohnston.com/product/snap-read/
https://learningtools.donjohnston.com/product/snap-read/


Don Johnston
Co:Writer

• Speech recognition (speech 
to text dictation)

• Translate while typing!
• Translate while dictating
• Word prediction in multiple 

languages
• Data collection (how much 

students are writing and 
vocabulary usage)

https://learningtools.donjohnston.com/product/co
writer/

https://learningtools.donjohnston.com/product/cowriter/
https://learningtools.donjohnston.com/product/cowriter/


G-Suite for Teacher Training



Google Forms

• Registration
• Data is available in a variety of 

forms, including Sheets (responses 
save automatically in Sheets)

• There is even an add-on that will 
stop accepting responses after 
your preset quota

• Quizzes
• Self-Grading Quizzes



Google Forms



Google Sheets



Google Forms



Google Forms



Google Sheets



Google Slides

• Allow for collaboration 
among 
Fellows-in-Training

• Certificates



Theresa Collins, ATF/AOGPE
June 22, 2018

This certificate is awarded to

____________________
for successful completion of 36 hours of Orton-Gillingham training at the Classroom Educator level.  S/he has 

demonstrated an understanding of dyslexia and the basic concepts of Structured Literacy instruction and met the 
coursework prerequisite for the Academy of Orton-Gillingham Practitioners and Educators’ Classroom Educator 

Practicum.



Google Docs

● Shared Syllabus
○ Live - reflects changes
○ Embed links & resources 

(readings, videos, etc.)
● Resources easily shared to 

trainees, including slides, 
documents, weblinks, videos 
(anything available online)



Google Keep

• Brainstorming/collating 
resources

• App allows me to take 
notes manually from 
any of my devices

• Chrome extension 
allows me to add 
content from the web



Google Keep



Gmail

Gmail’s word prediction is eerily 
accurate.



Grammarly

● Available on the web - 
paste in text to 
grammar/spell check (

● But quietly sits in 
background 
(extension)running 
real-time spelling and 
grammar checks in Docs, 
Gmail, Forms, etc.



Grammarly

● Grammarly is 
like your best 
friend…

● Who tells you 
if you have 
spinach in 
your teeth,



Grammarly

● Grammarly is 
like your best 
friend…

● And tells you 
that you look 
pretty in that 
dress!



EasyBib Add-On

• Works with Docs
• Creates bibliography 

entries 
• Pastes directly into the 

document



EasyBib Add-On



EasyBib Add-On



Pear Deck Add-On

• Projects slide content 
directly to audience 
member’s devices

• Provides interactive 
activities to poll audience, 
gauge comprehension, 
promote engagement



Pear Deck Add-On



Pear Deck Add-On



G-Suite for Practicum Management



Google Docs

● Trainee Records
● Lesson plans/observations

○ Shared documents facilitate 
observation write-ups/feedback

○ (esp. Helpful with multiple Fellows 
involved)

○ Shared reading summaries allow 
Fellow to comment

● Commenting on sample lesson 
plans/profiles



Google Docs



Google Docs



OrangeSlice

● Google Docs Add-on
● Creates and scores rubrics.



OrangeSlice



Google Hangouts

• Simple platform for 
distance observations 
and meetings

• Operates easily with 
Gmail and Calendar

• We have found to be 
easier than Skype and 
cross platform (unlike 
Facetime)



Google Hangouts



Google Hangouts:  
A “Piece of Cake”



Google Calendar

● Alerts
● Collaboration

○ Shared calendars 
help facilitate 
scheduling, w/in 
school and between 
schools

● Attachments



Google Calendar

● Together, 
Calendar 
and Maps 
help me get 
where I’m 
going!



Google Forms/Sheets

My Private Practitioners’ Support Group wanted to get an idea of what and how people 
were charging so we developed an anonymous survey in Google Forms and shared the 
data in Google Sheets.  We can look at it as a spreadsheet...or...



Google Forms/Sheets

in charts and 
graphs.



Takeaways

● It’s a tough world out there!
● Every OG practitioner is 

overworked.
● Every Fellow is wearing many 

hats.
● We need some ways to make our 

lives easier.
● In my experience 100 different 

tool boxes are NOT the answer, 
but ONE well stocked tool box IS.

https://images.pexels.com/photos/1509432/pexels-photo-1509432.jpeg?auto=compress&cs=tinysrgb&h=650&w=940


Takeaways

● You don’t have to love all 
the tools.

● It’s okay to try just one!
● You can always come back 

for more.
● Don’t be afraid to explore.

https://images.pexels.com/photos/1474264/pexels-photo-1474264.jpeg?auto=compress&cs=tinysrgb&h=650&w=940


Questions?

https://images.pexels.com/photos/1516707/pexels-photo-1516707.jpeg?auto=compress&cs=tinysrgb&h=650&w=940
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Great Google Gurus

Free Tech for Teachers - 
https://www.freetech4teachers.com/

Alice Keeler - https://alicekeeler.com/

EdTech Takeout Podcast - 
https://edtechtakeout.podbean.com/

Google Teacher Tribe - 
https://googleteachertribe.com/




